Digoxin-specific Fab and therapeutic plasma exchange for digitalis intoxication and renal failure.
Treatment of chronic digitalis intoxication includes suspension of drug intake, which may be sufficient in case of mild manifestations, and supportive measures. Severe bradycardia requires the administration of atropine or isoproterenol; placement of a temporary pacemaker may be required in case of absent response to pharmacological therapy. Severe and life-threatening manifestations should be treated with digoxin-specific fragment antigen binding antibodies (Fab). Therapeutic plasma exchange has been suggested, in addition to Fab therapy, to maximize the clearance of Fab-digoxin complexes in patients with renal failure. To date, few case reports have described the use of such a therapeutic approach; currently, extracorporeal methods are not recommended as part of the treatment of digitalis intoxication, and stronger evidence is required to establish their benefit.